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knowledge, go round and round, staggering to and fro, like blind men led by the blind.
c The Hereafter never rises before the eyes of the careless child, deluded by the delusion of wealth.
c This is the world, he thinks, there is no other, and thus he falls again and again under my sway' (the sway of death).
The speaker here is Yama, the ruler of the Fathers, afterwards the god of death, and he who punishes the wicked in Hell.
With Plato also the first idea of metempsychosis or the migration of human souls into animal bodies seems to have been suggested by ethical considerations. At the end of the first thousand years, he says, the good souls and also the evil souls both come to draw lots and choose their second life, and they may take any which they likel. The soul of man may pass into the life of a beast, or from the beast return again into the man. Here it is clearly supposed that a man would choose according to his taste and character, so that his next life should correspond to his character, as formed in a former life. This becomes still clearer when we read the story of Er at the end of the Republic.
The Story of Er.
You all remember Er2, the son of Armenius, the Pamphylian, who was slain in battle, and ten days afterwards when the bodies of the dead were taken up already in a state of corruption, his body was found unaffected by decay and carried away home to
1  Phaetons, p. 24$.
2  For similar stories see Liehrecht in his Notes to Gervasius of Tilbury, p. 89.